
Dear Parents and Carers
As we reach the end of the autumn term, I want to take a moment to reflect on everything our
children have achieved. It has been an incredibly busy few months, filled with learning, laughter,
and a wonderful sense of community. Throughout the term, our pupils have truly embodied our
Chesterfield school values. The curriculum has truly come to life this term through a variety of trips,
visits, and workshops. Whether exploring local landmarks or welcoming experts into school, these
experiences provide the "spark" that makes learning stick. 

Our parent/carer views are very important to us and we would like to thank our wonderful parents
and carers for completing the parent survey during the Autumn term parent conference meetings
and your continued support. Once again, we have had a very positive result:
100% of parents strongly agree/agree that their child is happy at school
100% of parents strongly agree/agree that their child feels safe at school
98% of parents strongly agree/agree that the school makes sure its pupils behave well
98% of parents strongly agree/agree that the school sets high expectations
96% of parents would recommend our school to another family

Staffing Update
We are saying a fond goodbye to our Year 2 Anning Class teacher, Courtney. She has been a valued
member of our team, and her dedication to her pupils has been exemplary. She will be greatly
missed by staff and students alike, and we wish her the very best in her next chapter. We are also
bidding farewell to Drita, our Graduate Teaching Assistant and wish her well in her future
endeavours. We are delighted to announce that Dawn will be joining us to take over the Year 2
class. We also officially welcome Lydia as the new teacher for Rosen class and Aidan as the new
teacher for Faraday class. I am sure you will join me in extending a warm welcome to our
Chesterfield community.
I wish you all a peaceful, happy, and restful Christmas break. We look forward to seeing everyone
back, refreshed and ready for the new year, when school starts again at 8:45am on Tuesday 6
January 2026.
With best wishes
Sarah Roberts
Headteacher

Website: www.chesterfieldschool.co.uk                    @chesterfieldprimaryschool
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MESSAGE FROM ANDROULLA NICOU, OUR CEO 

https://heyzine.com/flip-book/ea39dad367.html



We are thrilled to share our validated academic outcomes for 2025. These final figures
confirm what we have seen in the classrooms every day: as a result of consistently great
teaching and learning in classrooms across the school, our pupils are making exceptional
progress and achieving at the highest levels.
 
We are incredibly proud to announce that our school is at or above the National Average
in Reading, Writing and Maths, at Key Stage 2. This is a significant milestone and reflects
the hard work of our Year 6 pupils and the high-quality teaching and support they receive
throughout their journey at our school.

End of Key Stage 2 (Year 6)
Our pupils excelled across the board, particularly in the Combined Score (Reading, Writing
and Maths combined), Writing and Maths where they comfortably outperformed national
benchmarks. This success ensures our leavers are exceptionally well-prepared for the
transition to secondary school.

Standout Achievement: Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check
A special mention must go to our 2024/2025 Year 4 cohort (now in Year 5). Their results in
the Multiplication Tables Check were truly outstanding, with 59% of pupils achieving a high
score, compared to just 38% nationally. Our average score of 22.3 also sits significantly
above the national average of 21.1.

Validated Results at a Glance

These validated results are a testament to the resilience of our students and the strong
partnership between school and home. To be at or above the national average at KS2 is
an achievement we should all be very proud of.

2025 VALIDATED KEY STAGE 2 RESULTS
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ART DAY

Our school was recently transformed into a vibrant art studio during our whole-school Art Day.
From Nursery through to Year 6, every child stepped into the shoes of a professional artist, exploring
the lives and techniques of creators from a diverse range of backgrounds and cultures.
This day was a vital part of building our children’s cultural capital. By introducing them to influential
figures from across the globe—past and present—we are broadening their horizons and giving
them the knowledge and confidence to appreciate the world's rich artistic heritage. It was
wonderful to see the pupils moving from "researchers" to "creators," producing stunning original
pieces inspired by the artists they studied:

SRP - Piet Mondrian
Nursery and Reception - Jackson Pollack
Year 1 - Yayoi Kusama
Year 2 - Auguste Edouart
Year 3 - Bridget Riley
Year 4 - Edward Tinga Tanga
Year 5 - Pablo Picasso
Year 6 - Alma Woodsy Thomas
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UK PARLIAMENT WEEK
We had a busy and exciting week celebrating UK Parliament Week. To
kick things off, we had an assembly from the Parliament Outreach
Team who shared an engaging and informative session about how the
UK Parliament and democracy works and the importance of making
our voices heard. This is following the fundamental British Value of
Democracy
Following this inspirational visit, our pupils put theory into practice by
participating in our very own Chesterfield School Parliament Elections.
The elections were set up just like the real thing, giving the children an
authentic experience of the democratic process. Every step mirrored a
real election: pupils received official polling cards and cast their ballots
in private voting booths to ensure confidentiality. Results were
announced after counting

UK PARLIAMENT WEEK

BRITISH VALUES
At Chesterfield, we actively teach and live the Fundamental British Values
to help our children grow into responsible, caring, and successful citizens
for Modern Britain!
Here's what they mean for us:

Democracy (Fair Choices): Everyone's voice matters! We learn to
share ideas, vote for our School Parliament representatives, and
understand how our school decisions are made, just like in a big
country.
Rule of Law (Fair Rules): We follow class and school rules because they
keep us safe and help everyone learn. We understand that laws
protect us and everyone in Britain must follow them.
Individual Liberty (Freedom to Choose Safely): We are encouraged to
make good choices in our learning and activities, knowing we are in a
safe space. We learn about our rights and how to exercise them
safely, like choosing which club to join or how to record our work.
Mutual Respect (Caring for Others): We treat everyone with kindness,
listen to different opinions, and value what others say, even if we
disagree. Respect is woven into all our lessons and playground
games.
Tolerance (Accepting Everyone): We celebrate that Britain is full of
people from different faiths, races, and cultures. We learn about
different beliefs and traditions and respect that everyone is unique. 
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Christmas Fair

It was wonderful 
to see so many of our
families enjoying the
festivities at our end-of-
term Christmas Fair. We
would like to thank the
volunteers who worked
tirelessly to make it such a
success. 

FESTIVE CELEBRATIONS

Christmas Performances
We enjoyed fantastic Christmas performances from all year groups at the end of term. From
fabulous performance poetry from Years 3 - 6, to Christmas song and craft sessions from our SRP,
Nursery and Year 2 children, to concerts from Reception, Year 1 and our school choir. Thank you to all
famillies who attended to support their children. Through these performances, children are
developing their confidence as well as their speaking and listening skills.

Christmas Lunch
Everyone enjoyed
Christmas lunch with
their teachers and
friends. Children
received party hats
and sticker - and
there was even a visit
from Santa!

Page 6



NEWS FROM EARLY YEARS

NURSERY
Nursery had a
fantastic time with
their families creating
beautiful Christmas
crafts. We made
cards, ornaments and
even played with fake
snow and the arctic
animals. Thank you to
all of our families  for
attending and making
this a memorable
event for all the
children.

RECEPTION
This half term has been super busy for Reception!
We have been looking at Polar explorers, finding out
what animals live in the Antarctic, including
penguins, their life cycle and their different body
parts. In maths, we have focused on making parts
of numbers, using lego blocks, cubes and then
found the whole number. As a year group we have
looked at the importance of personal hygiene and
how we can stay healthy with all the winter germs
around us, we did an experiment using black
pepper (germs), soap and water to show children
the importance of using soap when washing
hands. We have also started our Christmas
activities, including learning the songs for our
concerts, salt dough decorations and making
performance hats. We have been encouraging
writing and mark making by writing letters to Santa
and practising our fine and gross motor skills in
Santa's workshop, wrapping presents. Our focus in
art was a contemporary artist called Megan Coyle,
who focuses on upcycling - something we do daily
in Early years, using junk modelling to create a polar
landscape with a polar animal of our choice. 
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YEAR 1
Year 1 created their own fruit skewers during our D&T lessons. The children learned how to select
ingredients, use simple tools safely, and follow a step-by-step process to prepare the fruit.
They began by exploring a variety of fruits, discussing colour, texture, and taste, before planning
their own skewer design. With great care, they practised cutting soft fruit using the “bridge” and
“claw” techniques to keep their hands safe. Once prepared, they threaded their chosen pieces
onto skewers, creating colourful and nutritious treats.

YEAR 2
In our Design Technology lessons, we had so much fun designing and making our own healthy
food wraps. We enjoyed exploring different combinations! Coriander was a favourite and some of
us even liked cheese with banana!
In RE, we made our own advent wreaths when learning about Christianity and the time of Advent,
the time leading up to Christmas day.
We also made our own Diva lamps when learning about Diwali and significance of light in religious
festivals.
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YEAR 3 
Year 3 enjoyed a live workshop in school linked
to our learning in science about rocks and
minerals. Children used and built on their
knowledge about rocks, exploring where they
come from and what we use them for. They
explored the different types of rocks using 3D
glasses and pictures and where challenged to
identify them. Pupils then engaged in live
question and answer session with a
professional in the field of geology and asked
some very thoughtful and insightful questions!

Year 4
Year 4 have been busy
getting hands-on this
term! In Science, they
explored electricity by
successfully making bulbs
glow in their own circuits.
Their building skills
continued in DT, where
they made and tested
three different types of
mechanical cars: a simple
chassis, a slingshot car,
and a wind-up version.
Finally, in PE, the children
have been energetic on
the field, working hard to
improve their passing and
shooting skills during
hockey.
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YEAR 5 
Year 5 had a brilliant trip
to our local playground
this term, where they
looked closely at how the
equipment was built and
had plenty of fun testing it
all out! This inspired them
to get creative in DT, using
their research to design
and build their very own
playground models. 
We have also been
enjoying the "fruits" of our
labour; after planting
cherry tomato seeds back
in May, the children have
loved harvesting their
homegrown crop and
even trying them!YEAR 6

This term, Year 6 have been extremely busy learning
and have made amazing progress across the
curriculum. Their dedication, resilience and positive
attitude have truly shone, and we are incredibly
proud of everything they have achieved.
In Art, Year 6 focused on the incredibly talented Alma
Woodsy Thomas. They drew inspiration from her
work by sketching designs influenced by her
distinctive style before producing their own vibrant
paintings.
In the final week of term, as a reward for their hard
work, we came off timetable to enjoy a range of fun
and enriching activities. Pupils watched Kensuke’s
Kingdom and compared it thoughtfully to their own
writing in lessons, took part in festive Christmas craft
activities, and enjoyed well-deserved class parties.
The Year 6 team can’t wait to see everyone after the
holidays as we continue to watch you shine and
reach your full potential. 
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PACKHAM AND THUNBERG CLASSES
Kindness Week was extra sweet for Thunberg and Packham classes
as they teamed up for a special pancake-making workshop. This
session was a wonderful way for the children to put kindness into
practice by sharing equipment and patiently taking turns to mix the
batter. Throughout the activity, we focused on our communication
skills, with everyone doing a fantastic job of using both their voices
and signs to say "please" and "thank you" to one another. The
classroom was filled with smiles and delicious smells

RAINBOW CLASS
In Rainbow class for our D&T
lesson pupils were taught to
develop their food-preparation
skills by washing, peeling, and
cutting a selection of fruits to
create a fresh fruit salad. They
focused on safe knife handling,
accurate cutting techniques,
and making choices about
flavour combinations before
tasting and reviewing their final
product.

The signs for ‘please’ and ‘thank you’
are actually very similar:

Please starts with your fingertips at your
chin and moves down in an arc 

Thank you also starts with your
fingertips at your chin and moves
forwards towards the person you are
thanking
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Attendance Matters
We are committed to working with children and parents/carers to achieve our overall
attendance target of 96%. As set out in our attendance policy, we will work with families to
identify the reasons for poor attendance and try to resolve any difficulties. Early
intervention will be a priority moving forward. Every school day counts. 
Unfortunately we are unable to authorise holidays during term time. We understand that
emergency situations may arise and if you wish to request a Leave of Absence due to an
exceptional circumstance you should make a request to the Headteacher using the
‘Request for leave during term time’ form. The local authority may choose to issue a fine
for unauthorised holidays taken during term time. 

Our Whole-School
Attendance Target is

96%

Autumn term
Attendance

3 September - 19 December

  YR  90.6%

  Y1  89.8%

  Y2  94.1%

  Y3  94.3%

  Y4  93.9%

  Y5  94%

  Y6  95.8%

Congratulations to
Year 6 for achieving

the highest
attendance this term!
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The Pantry provide our school
meals here at Chesterfield. If
you have any queries about
school lunches, please contact:

A huge congratulations to Maureen,
our fabulous cook who has been with
us here at Chesterfield cooking and
serving meals to children for over 40
years! In recognition of this fantastic
achievement, Maureen was recently
awarded the long service award at a
black tie event in London.
Congratulations Maureen from the
whole school community!
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Term Dates 2025/2026 Diary dates January/February 2026

Online Safety - Tips for Parents/Carers
Families may find the following guides helpful over the festive season. Whether your family chooses a

tech-free Christmas, or are using new devices, we wish you all a very happy, and safe, Christmas. 

Tuesday 6 January: Back to School 8:45am start

Wednesday 7 January: Year 6 Geography Field Work
visit to Forty Hall

Thursday 15 January: Year 6 parents meeting in the
main hall

Monday 9 - Friday 13 February: Children’s Mental
Health Week and Year 5 Bikeability Week

Monday 16 - Friday 20 February: Half Term

Monday 23 February: Back to School 8:45am start
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Community Notices

Page 15


