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NEWSLETTER

March 2026

Dear Parents and Carers
As we reach the end of another bustling and brilliant term, | find myself reflecting on the
incredible learning, curiosity and - as always - plenty of smiles that have filled our school this
half term!
Our curriculum has come to life this term through some fantastic hands-on experiences. A
particular highlight was our Y4 visit to the National Gallery, where the children represented the
school beautifully. Closer to home, our youngest learners were treated to some very special
visitors right here in school. From scaly reptiles to furry friends, the animal workshop provided a
magical opportunity for the children to develop their curiosity and care for the natural world.
| was absolutely delighted to see such a fantastic turnout at our recent parents’ evening. With
over 95% attendance, it is clear that our families are deeply committed to their children’s
progress. This partnership between home and school is what allows our pupils to truly flourish,
and | want to thank you for your unwavering support in helping every child reach their full
potential.
| have an important update regarding our senior leadership team here at Chesterfield. After 14
incredible years of hard work and dedication to our school, we are bidding a very fond farewell
to Kasia, our Assistant Headteacher, who leaves us at the end of this term. | am sure you will all
join me in thanking her for her hard work and wish her the very best of luck with her future
endeavours. | am delighted to announce that Laura Nwanya, our current Year 6 teacher, has
been appointed as our new Assistant Headteacher. Many of you already know Laura’s
dedication and expertise firsthand, and | am thrilled that she will be bringing those qualities to
our wider leadership team.
As we head into the break, | want to acknowledge the many celebrations within our
wonderfully diverse school community:

e Eid Mubarak to all our families who recently celebrated Eid al-Fitr; | hope it was a wonderful

time of reflection and joy.

e Happy Easter to everyone who will be celebrating over the holiday weekend.

e Happy Vaisakhi to our families who will be celebrating just as we return in April.
However you spend the coming weeks, | wish you a restful and safe break. We look forward to
seeing all the children back, refreshed and ready for the summer term.
Sarah Roberts
Headteacher
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Why Music Matters at Chesterfield

We want every child at Chesterfield to have ‘Cultural Capital’ opportunities. This means giving
them experiences they will remember forever, like performing in a real theatre. It helps them feel
that they can achieve anything. A special thank you to Magda, our music teacher. She teaches
the children that music is for everyone. Because of her hard work, our choir sounds professional
and our children feel like stars!

Chesterfield Choir

A standout feature of our music provision is the
Senior Choir, which serves as a flagship for the
high expectations we set for our pupils. Their
recent performances at the Millfield Theatre and
our Parents’ Concert were exceptional examples
of what can be achieved through disciplined
practice and artistic ambition.

Year 2 Performances

Our Year 2 children performed with confidence
and enjoyment at both the Partnership Festival
and our parent concert. They had perfected their
performance skills, singing beautifully with actions
- and even learnt a song in Welsh!
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Year 3 Recorder Concert

We are so proud of our Year 3 pupils!
They have been working incredibly
hard to learn how to read music
notes and play their recorders in the
correct rhythm. Their hard work
really showed during their recent
concert for parents.
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Year 4 Ukelele

Our Year 4 pupils did a fantastic job
performing for their families, showing
how much they have learned on the
ukulele this term. It was wonderful to
see them play their chords and keep a
steady rhythm together with such great
focus and pride.




World Book Day GORED

We had a wonderful World Book Day this year! It was a joy to see the children BOOK
so excited about books and sharing their favourite stories with each other. DAY
Our goal is to help every child develop a lifelong love of reading.
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One of the best parts of the day was our paired reading. The older children visited
the younger classes to read stories aloud to them. Our older pupils were excellent role models
and the younger children loved listening to them and looking at the pictures together.

The day was full of fun learning:
e Assembly: We started with a whole-school assembly to celebrate our favorite characters
and authors.
e BBC Live Lesson: Classes joined a national BBC Live Lesson to see how professional writers
create their stories.
e Classroom Fun: Every class took part in special activities to help them enjoy reading even
more.

Sharing books like this helps our children see how much fun reading can be. Thank you to all our
families for supporting this special day.




Ark Farm Visit to EYFS

Nursery and Reception had a visit
from Ark Farm this half term. We met
a gecko, mouse, hairless guinea pig,
chicks, a hedgehog, sugar gliders and
chinchillas. We were able to touch
and learn about these animals with
adult supervision. We also got to
touch and feed rabbits, guinea pigs
and a tortoise! This was an amazing
experience for the children as we
have been learning about animals
and their habitats. The learning didn't
stop when the animals left! Back in
their classrooms, the children had
great fun talking about their
experiences. They used their
descriptive words to explain how the
animals felt, what they looked like,
and what they like to eat.

Learning in Reception

We have been learning how to bake in
class, making shortbread biscuits and
decorating other biscuits for our school
Eid celebration. We were very lucky to
have the fire brigade visit us for our topic
on ‘People who help us’. We had an
exciting time exploring the engine, sitting
in the cab and seeing all the equipment.
In maths, we have been learning about
doubling numbers and odd and even
numbers. We are getting our outside
aread ready for planting seeds and bulbs
for summer. We planted a pea seed and
have been watching it grow. Our still life
drawings of a daffodil helped us with our
observational skills. To finish our very
busy half term, we had an Easter Egg
Hunt in our garden, finding the egg we
had decorated and receiving an egg to
take home as a reward for our hard
work!




Year 1 Mother's Day Stay and Play and Animal Workshop

It was a joy to welcome so many mums, grandmothers, aunties and siblings into our
classrooms. These special sessions gave our families a wonderful chance to spend quality
time together and join in with some creative crafts.

Our Year 1 budding scientists enjoyed a very special visit from Gabi at Animal Aid this week.
Through an interactive workshop, the children explored the essential ‘must-haves’ for our
furry and feathered friends, linking perfectly with our Science topic on Comparing Animals.
From discussing nutritious diets to safe habitats, the children applied their scientific
knowledge to learn exactly what it takes to keep a pet happy and healthy.

Rainbow Class

On World Book Day, pupils in Rainbow class
enjoyed stepping outside in our outdoor
area with a book in hand. They all found a
comfortable spot whilst the year 2 pupils
read to the year 1 pupils celebrating books
by simply connecting and reading together.
Rainbow class pupils also had fun with their
D&T lesson. The year 2 pupils made a
moving monster by making linkages by
connecting levers and pivots, whilst the
Year 1 pupils made hand puppets. They
made a great effort in learning to sew and
understanding that ‘joining technique’
means connecting two pieces of fabric
together.




Pupil Leadership and Sustainability: A Visit to the Eco Park
Our Sustainability Champions recently represented Chesterfield on a fantastic trip to the
Eco Park. They joined pupil leaders from across our Trust schools to learn how we can all
help protect our environment.
The children took part in interactive workshops to see exactly what happens to our
household waste. They followed the journey of recyclable materials to see how they are:
e Collected from our homes.
e Sorted by large, clever machines.
e Distributed to be turned into something brand new!
As school leaders, the children will now bring these important messages back to their own
classrooms. This experience helped them understand how small changes at home and
school can make a big difference for our planet.
We are very proud of how well our student leaders represented Chesterfield alongside
their peers from other schools.

Our next project will be to take part in a whole-school switch-off on Earth Day on 22 April!

Year 4 visit to National Gallery
Our Year 4 pupils recently enjoyed a THE f

fantastic trip to the National Gallery I NNATIONAL E8 !f

in London. This was a wonderful GALLERY P _

opportunity for the children to see
famous paintings in real life and
explore one of the most important
art museums in the world.

During the visit, the children looked
at how artists use colours, light and
shadows to tell a story. They learned
about the different time periods and
the people behind the masterpieces
and used new words to describe
their feelings and thoughts about
the art they saw.




Eid Celebration

We had a wonderful day | |
celebrating Eid al-Fitr together Sl

as a school community. It was | M i]l-i:. Jnll [_.l: <
lovely to see so many children K SRR )
dressed in their beautiful Eid
clothes or favourite party outfits,
making the school feel very
bright and festive.

The children took part in many
fun activities throughout the
day: we held an assembly to
learn about the importance of
Eid and how it is celebrated by
families around the world and in
our school community. In class,
the children had a great time
decorating special Eid biscuits to
enjoy.

Celebrating together helps our
children learn about different
cultures and traditions. It was a
joyful day for everyone, and we
want to wish all our families who
celebrated a very Eid Mubarak!

Easter Celebration
To celebrate the end of the spring term, all our children completed some Easter crafts and took part
in a very exciting Easter Egg Hunt! There was a lot of laughter and teamwork as the children
searched high and low for clues to solve around the school grounds. It was a joy to see the
children’s faces light up as they made their discoveries. We hope everyone enjoyed their well-
earned treats!




Attendance

At Chesterfield, we are committed to helping every child succeed by reaching our school
attendance target of 96%. We monitor all absences closely and follow Local Authority
guidelines to report any attendance that falls below this level, including absences for
illness or medical reasons.

To help your child stay on track, we ask that you:

¢ Please make medical and dental appointments outside of school hours whenever
possible.

e Remember that we are unable to authorise holidays during term time. Any requests for
absence due to exceptional circumstances must be made to the Headteacher using
the official request form.

e Please be aware that the Local Authority may issue fines for unauthorised holidays
taken during the school term time.

If you are facing any difficulties with getting your child to school, please come and speak
with us. We are here to support our families and work together to resolve any challenges.

Attendance Matters tterdonce
3 September - 25 March
YR 90.1%
Y1 90.6%
Y2 93.4%
Y3 93.9%
Y4 94.2%
Year 6 have
Our whole achieved the Y5 94.4%
school highest
attendance attendance so far
i thi demi
it R Ye  952%




Term Dates - 2025/2026

At T T
INSET DAY Monday 1st September 2025

INSET DAY Tuesday 2nd September 2025

First Day of Term ‘Wednesday Ird September 2025

Half Term Monday 27th — Friday 31st October 2025
Start of Second Half Term Monday 3rd November 2025

Last Day of Term Friday 19th December 2025

Finish at 1.30pm

INSET DAY Monday 5th January 2026

First Day of Term Tuesday &th lanuary 2026

Half Term Monday 16th ~ Friday 20th February 2026

Start of Second Half Term

Monday 23rd February 2026

Last Davy of Term

Finish

Friday 27th March 2026
at 1.30pm
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INSET DAY Monday 13th April 2026

First Day of Term Tuesday 14th April 2026

Bank Holiday Maonday 4th May 2026

Half Term Monday 25th = Friday 29th May 2026
INSET DY Monday 1st June 2026

Start of Second Half Term

Tuesday 2nd June II]E!E

Tail Day of Term

Friday 17th July 2026

Finish at 1.30pm

Term Dates - 2026/2027
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‘ Community Notices
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ACTIVITIES INGLUDE:

FAMILY DAY [

ECHMONTOMN ECOPARK

Welcome to Chesterfield
Primary Coffee Morning

Join Cristina and Ibrahim from MYME CAMHS to
learn more about the amazing support we offer to
schools and children. This is a friendly space

where you can discover what our team does, ask

gueslions, and connect with others in the

communit Y.

Save the dates: 22™ April 2026 at Chesterfield
Primary School at 9am.



https://links.tottenhamhotspur.com/e/evib?_t=eb829280bb1d4e9a88c4bfa363925b0a&_m=c20c64054dc34e1c98d5c1921ad39d95&_e=TsY2V6Ce_tyXc_UY0Yt-8rqd6qlhXYbGjFR4yg2683FiNz0GahO0wTkjTA32cLopQ8N3L3c0pV_PtwTJldM6Kw%3D%3D
https://links.tottenhamhotspur.com/e/evib?_t=eb829280bb1d4e9a88c4bfa363925b0a&_m=c20c64054dc34e1c98d5c1921ad39d95&_e=TsY2V6Ce_tyXc_UY0Yt-8rqd6qlhXYbGjFR4yg2683FiNz0GahO0wTkjTA32cLopQ8N3L3c0pV_PtwTJldM6Kw%3D%3D
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	Year 6 have achieved the highest attendance so far this academic year!
	Our whole school attendance target is 96%
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