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Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome to our newsletter for the first half of the summer term. It has been a very busy and
exciting few weeks at Chesterfield and our children have taken part in many wonderful learning
experiences and enrichment activities.

Here are some of the main highlights from this half term:

e Active and Outdoor Learning: The children had a fantastic time taking part in our mini-
marathon. It was great to see everyone running with such energy. We also celebrated Earth
Day and Sir David Attenborough’s 100" birthday with our Outdoor Learning Day, where
classes took their lessons outside and learned in the fresh air.

e Enrichment Activities: Year 6 had a wonderful trip to the West End in London to see the
musical Wicked. It was an amazing experience for them. Many other classes also enjoyed
educational trips that helped bring their classroom learning to life.

| want to say a huge congratulations to our Year 6 pupils, who finished their statutory SATs
assessments this half term. They worked incredibly hard and showed great focus. | also want to
say a big thank you to the Year 6 staff team, they worked tirelessly to support the children and
prepare them so well. We are very proud of all of you. After half term, statutory assessments will
continue, with Year 4 completing their Multiplication Tables Check and Year 1 and a few of our
Year 2 children taking their Phonics Screening Check. Information on all the statutory
assessments has already been presented in our parent meetings as well as the information
being sent home. However, if you have any further questions, then please do not hesitate to
contact the school or speak to your child’s class teacher.

When we return after the half-term break, we have another busy few weeks ahead in the lead
up to the summer holidays. We are looking forward to:

¢ Warmer summer weather (please remember water bottles and sun hats when it is hot -
and please apply sunscreen at home before school)

» More exciting enrichment opportunities, educational trips and school visits.

e Our annual Sports Days and end-of term activities (we will send dates out soon).

e Special events to celebrate and say goodbye to our Year 6 pupils as they prepare for
secondary school.

Thank you for your continued support of our school community. | hope you and your families
have a wonderful, safe and relaxing half-term holiday. We wish Eid Mubarak to our families who
are celebrating Eid al-Adha over the half term break and we look forward to seeing all the
children back at school on Tuesday 2 June at 8:45am.
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Our 2026 Mini Marathon journey began with an inspiring
assembly from Allan McLean, our Chief Education Officer,
who is an experienced marathon and ultra-marathon
runner. He told us that you need resilience, respect,
responsibility and kindness to run a marathon. The children
even got to try on some of Allan’s medals!

Our very own Laura Nwanya, our Assistant Headteacher and Year 6

teacher, ran the London marathon in April to raise funds for our
school playground. A huge thank you to the many families who

showed their support and sponsored Laural :

TCS LONDON MARATHON 2026

Then it was the turn of our children at Chesterfield! Our Mini Marathon was a fantastic day
in the sunshine running around our ‘Heart Line’ to complete their very own mini marathon.
After a whole-school warm-up, there was music, bubbles and lots of fun! The children
really showed our Chesterfield Values throughout, cheering each other on and
congratulating each other on completing the Mini Marathon. The winners received medals
and even got to have their photo taken with a genuine Olympic torch from the 2012
London Olympic Games! The children were sponsored for the event and are raising
money for our playground fund. Thank you to friends and families for supporting them!

PR

#We?urTogether ms@mm
*@ @ -




Outdoor and Eco-Learning
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On 22 April, we celebrated Earth Day
and took part in a Switch Off. Lights,
screens and electronic devices were
all turned off during the morning and

the children made an ‘Earth Day U
, ~ - H f our Earth Day Pled ¥, @
Pledge’ after using their oracy ere are some of our tarth Day Pledges:
strategies to discuss environmental Use a refillable water bottle / switch all my lights off / encourage
. h f hil my family to not use electricity for an hour / turn the tap off
Issues. Int e d temoon'.c ildren while brushing my teeth / walk or scoot to school instead of
made sustainable bunting to use at using the car / pick up litter to keep our environment clean /
our Mini Marathon! reuse paper for drawing / wear a jumper instead of turning the
heating up /share toys and books instead of buying new ones
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To celebrate Sir David Attenborough'’s 100" birthday, we took our learning i ‘ N *

outdoors! Every class took part in an outside activity connected to the *
environment. Every child planted a sunflower seed to take home and grow - we
can't wait to see the photos of your beautiful sunflowers!

I PLEDGE TO HELP OUR EARTH
TODAY BY

“If children don’t grow up knowing about nature and
appreciating it, they will not understand it. And if they 2%
don't understand it, they won't protect it. And if they

don't protect it, who will?”

- Sir David Attenborough

Happy 100 Birthday
Sir David Attenborough




In lessons and enrichment
clubs, children have been
busy learning, making, and
creating art. Linked to the Key
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
National Curriculum, pupils
have explored a wide range of
materials and techniques,
including drawing, painting,
and sculpture. They have
developed their creativity,
shared their ideas through
different art forms and
learned about the work of
famous artists, craft makers
and designers. Here are some
examples from Year 2's c;ay
tiles and Year 4's soap
sculptures

Art and Design

Our impressive Year 1 artists have dived headfirst into the world of
textiles, inspired by the vibrant work of Cecilia Vicufia. The children
showed fantastic curiosity as they spotted knots, plaits, and
weaving in Vicufa's art, before testing out these new skills
themselves! Demonstrating wonderful independence, the children
selected materials based on colour, thickness, and flexibility,
carefully measuring wool and learning to attach elements securely

to their own box looms.

We have a fantastic
range of enrichment
clubs at Chesterfield
before, during and after
school. Here are our Art
Club children with their
tissue box ukeleles!

Rainbow Class have
been busy creating Tinga
Tinga artwork.




Numeracy Day
To celebrate National Numeracy Day, we took part in a live Times
Tables Rock Stars national game of ‘Would You Rather’ for primary
schools, exploring savvy spending and how we make money choices
in our families and communities. The children then took part in
activities to build a playground, community park or skate park. Year
5 children explored how numeracy is used in real life by setting up
and running their very own shop and there was also a shop in
Thunberg and Packham classes for children to buy ingredients to
make snacks.
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We love to read at Chesterfield!

Our school libary has had a makeover and we are really happy with the results! The
children love visiting the library for their weekly class session. Our library is also open at
break and lunch times when our fabulous librarians are on hand to recommend books,

read to children and help grow that love of reading!

From a magical doorway to an enchanted land, a cosy fireplace and owls to flying books
and keys (and even a flying broomstick!), our new library is an inspiring place for children

to read and learn.
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A Message from the Year 6 Team
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Year 6 have continued to impress the Year 6 . b T Jfl
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year by consistently demonstrating the 2
Chesterfield values of respect, responsibility,
resilience, and kindness. They should be
extremely proud of the way they have
conducted themselves across all aspects of
school life.The children worked incredibly
hard during SATs week, showing great
determination, focus, and a positive attitude
throughout. Their efforts were outstanding,
and they should feel proud of the
commitment they showed during this
important time.
On Wednesday 20th May, Year 6 children,
along with Delta children, had the exciting
opportunity to attend the West End
production of Wicked (musical) at the Apollo
Victoria Theatre. This was a fantastic
experience for many of the children and
provided them with the opportunity to enjoy
a professional live theatre performance. The
visit was thoroughly enjoyed and has helped
to inspire and increase enthusiasm for their
own end-of-year production.
We would like to thank parents and carers for
their continued support. We look forward to
an exciting final half term as the children
prepare for the transition to secondary
school.

We will be in touch again soon 4
with exciting news about our
end of year production and
leavers events!

The Year 6 Team

P



News from Early Years

In Nursery we have been learning about going
on journeys. We have read books and learnt all
about rockets and space, we then had a go at
making our own rockets. We have also learnt
about tuk tuks and buses, a Tuk Tuk is like a bus
but in India, we all tried poppadoms just like in
the story. Ask your child if they liked the taste of
the poppadom!

We have also been working hard to grow in our
Nursery playground. The children have helped
to dig and plant some tomato, strawberry,
cucumber and pea plants. Hopefully they will
all grow soon!

This half term in
Reception, we have been
looking at some amazing
animals. We tasted fruit
from 'Handa's Surprise’,
we made headbands for
‘The very Hungry
Caterpillar' and for
'Farmer Duck, we made
different animals out of
clay. We have also
started 'Dough Disco' to
help strengthen and
improve our fine motor




Enrichment Clubs

We have a fantastic range of free and paid enrichment clubs and opportunities
available before, during and after school. Sign up today and get involved!

Breakfast Club - every day from 8:00am

Before School Clubs start at 8:00am

After School Clubs run from 3:15pm until 4:15pm

Our half-termly Cinema Club runs from 3:15pm until 5:00pm

(Discounts for paid clubs are always available for children in receipt of Pupil Premium)

@) Chesterfield School

g After
2 School

3:15-4:15

onda
Netball/Basketball 4-6 §
Street Dance 3-6
Gymnastic 1-3
Art/Journalling 3-5

Tuesda
Cricket/Rounders 4-6
Mixed Football 1-3
Scrapbooking 4-6

Thursda
Mixed Football 4-6
Art 3-5
Multi Sports/Tennis 1-3

Social Clubs Years 1-6
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday _.

For more information please email
schoolclubs@chesterfieldprimary.org




Attendance

At Chesterfield, we are committed to helping every child succeed by reaching our school
attendance target of 96%. We monitor all absences closely and follow Local Authority
guidelines to report any attendance that falls below this level, including absences for
illness or medical reasons.

To help your child stay on track, we ask that you:

e Please make medical and dental appointments outside of school hours whenever
possible.

e Remember that we are unable to authorise holidays during term time. Any requests for
absence due to exceptional circumstances must be made to the Headteacher using
the official request form.

¢ Please be aware that the Local Authority may issue fines for unauthorised holidays
taken during the school term time.

If you are facing any difficulties with getting your child to school, please come and speak
with us. We are here to support our families and work together to resolve any challenges.

Attendance
3 September - 22 May
Missed Days Missed Learning
YR 90.7%
50 lessons Y1 90.7%
100 lessons
Y2 94%
Y3 94%
Y4 94%
Year 6 have
Our whole achieved the Y5 94.5%
school highest
attendance attendance so far
t ti this academic
oo N, Y6 957%




Term Dates - 2025/2026

Autumn Term 2025
INSET DAY Monday 1st September 2025
INSET DAY Tuesday 2nd September 2025
First Day of Term Wednesday 3rd September 2025
Half Term Monday 27th — Friday 31st October 2025
Start of Second Half Term Monday 3rd November 2025
Last Day of Term Friday 19th December 2025
Finish at 1.30pm
Spring Term 2026
INSET DAY Monday 5th January 2026
First Day of Term Tuesday 6th January 2026
Half Term Monday 16th — Friday 20th February 2026
Start of Second Half Term Monday 23rd February 2026
Last Day of Term Friday 27th March 2026

Finish at 1.30pm
Summer Term 2026

INSET DAY Monday 13th April 2026

First Day of Term Tuesday 14th April 2026

Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 2026

Half Term Monday 25th — Friday 29th May 2026
INSET DAY Monday 1st June 2026

Start of Second Half Term Tuesday 2nd June 2026

Last Day of Term Friday 17th July 2026

Finish at 1.30pm

Term Dates - 2026/2027
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